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A2 Key Paper 2 Listening Part 1 – Teacher’s Notes 

Description 
 

In this lesson students do a lead-in activity in which they listen to a description of a person and identify 

who it is. They answer some questions to familiarise themselves with A2 Key Paper 2 Listening Part 1 

and underline the main words in Part 1 questions. Finally, they complete a Part 1 Listening task.  
 

Time required: 20–30 minutes 

Materials 

required: 

 Cut-up pictures from Part 1 

 Handout 1 (2 pages) 

 Recording of A2 Key Listening sample paper Part 1  

 Follow-up activities - transcript Part 1 and answer sheet (optional) 

Aims:  to familiarise students with the content and format of A2 Key Paper 2 
Listening Part 1 

 to practise Part 1 

 

Procedure 
 

1. Explain to your students that they will be doing Part 1 of the A2 Key Listening exam. As a lead-

in explain that you are going to ask three students to stand up and that you are going to 

describe one of them. Your description could be something like this: ‘X has long dark curly hair. 

She doesn’t wear glasses. She’s very tall.’ Ask the class which students you have described. 

You could follow this with descriptions of three different bags, three different books etc. In 

groups of three or four ask students to take their mobile phones, pencil cases and bags out. 

Each student takes turns to describe one of them, the others compete to guess correctly. The 

idea here is to provide an activity which is similar to A2 Key Listening Part 1. 

 

2. Give out a copy of Handout 1 to each student. Ask students to look at the Part 1 task and elicit 

what candidates have to do in Part 1 by asking these questions: 

 

 How many conversations will you hear? (5) 

 How many questions are there for each conversation? (One) 

 How do you choose the answer? (Choose A, B or C for the correct picture on the question 

paper, while you listen. When you listen for the second time, check your answer.) 

 When do you write your answers on the answer sheet? (At the end of the test) 
 

3. Photocopy question 1 of the sample task and enlarge it to A3 size (if possible), put the pictures 
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on the board and ask students in pairs to decide where the places are. 

  A – museum (art exhibition) 

  B – hairdresser 

  C – café 

 

4. Write on the board ‘Where will Claire meet Alex?’ Ask your students to work in pairs and decide 

what the important words are in the sentence. 

Answer: Where Claire  meet  Alex 

 

5. Tell students you are now going to play the recording and they must decide what the answer is. 

Allow them to check in pairs before open class feedback (see Answer key). 
 

6. Before you play the recording for questions 2–5, ask students to read the questions and 

underline the key vocabulary so they know what they are listening for. This emphasises the 

importance of reading the questions carefully.  

 

7. Allow them to check in pairs before open class feedback. Check which words students have 

underlined (see Answer key). 
 

8. Divide the class into two teams, and then put the three pictures for question 2 on the board. 

Explain that you are going to play the recording for question 2 twice and then one representative 

from each team goes and stands next to and points to the correct picture. Each team 

representative will get one point for the correct answer (see Answer key). 

 

9. Tell your learners they are now going to do questions 3–5. Elicit from them what they need to do 

in each pause between the conversations in the real exam (underline key vocabulary). Play the 

recording without stopping. Allow your students to check their answers with their partner before 

open class feedback. As you monitor you can hear if they had any problems with the vocabulary 

and address when going through the answers (see Answer key). 

 

10.  As a round-up, ask students what type of information they listened for in each question. 

Answers  

1. a place  

2.  a time 

3. a date 

4. the weather 

5. a price 

 

Point out that these are typical of the things that are tested in Part 1. Elicit what other typical 

things might be described for Part 1 tasks. 

Suggested answers: people, animals, objects, activities, countries, months, etc. 
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Suggested follow-up activities 
 

1. Photocopy the transcript for Part 1. Students could work in pairs and read out the dialogues. 

They could then highlight the part of the dialogue where they can find the answers to the 

questions. 

 
2. If you want the students to practise using the answer sheet, photocopy it and ask the 

students to fill in the lozenges in pencil for their answers to Part 1. 
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Answer key  

Step 7 

1. Where will Claire meet Alex? 

2. What time should the man telephone again? 

3. When are they going to have the party? 

4. What was the weather like on the picnic? 

5. How much are the shorts? 

 

 Sample task 

1. A 

2. C 

3. C 

4. A 

5. C 
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A2 Key Paper 2 Listening Part 1 
 
Cut up the pictures for each pair of students in your class, or enlarge them and put them on the board. 
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A2 Key Paper 2 Listening Part 1 
 
Handout 1 
 
1 Look at questions 1–5 and underline the most important words in each question. 
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Transcript – A2 Key Paper 2 Listening Part 1 
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A2 Key Listening: Candidate Answer Sheet  
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